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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 157975 
ORIGIN SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /016 R 
66011 

DRAFTED BY:S/S-0:DPFOTENHAUER 
APPROVED BY :S/S-0:SGOLDSMITH 

096865 080417Z/14 

P 072112Z JUL 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USCINCEUR PRIORITY 

SECRET STATE 157975 

EXDIS MIL ADDEE HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 

FOLLOWING REPEAT TEHRAN 6018 ACTION SECSTATE INFO MOGADISCIO 
LONDON MOSCOW CAIRO JIDDA DATED JUL 07: 

QTE: SECRET TEHRAN 6018 

EXDIS 

DEPT PLEASE PASS USCINCEUR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILL MASS, IR, SO 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE IRANIAN AID TO SOMALIA 
REF: (A) TEHRAN 5822 

(B) TEHRAN 5960 (NOTAL) 

1 . REF A REPORTED GOVERNEMNT OF IRAN INTEREST IN US VIEWS TOWARDS 
SOMALI REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE IN ECONOMIC AND MILITARY FIELDS. 

REF B REPORTED GOI REQURST FOR US APPROCAL OF TRANSFER TO 
SOMALIA OF LIMITED AMOUNT OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT WHICH GOI 

HAD OBTAINED FRO US SOURCES. 

2. IT IS NOT PRT NOT CLEAR WHETHER REQUEST FOR TRANSFER 
AUTHORIZATION REPRESENTS FIRM IRANIAN DECISION TO ACCEDE TO 
SOMALI REQUEST FOR EQUIPMENT OR WHETHER IT AMOUNTS TO 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 157975 

CONTINGENCY PREPARATIONS BY IRANIAN MILITARY IN EVENT 
FORMAL DECISION IS TAKEN TO PROVIDE EQUIPMENT REQUESTED 

3. IN ANY EVENT. ONE RESULT OF REQUEST REPORTED REF B 

IS TO ENHANCE URGENCY OF EMBASSY REQUEST FOR GUIDANCE 
CONTAINED REF A. IF US POLICY TOWARDS THESE ARMS TRANSFERS 
IS GOING TO BE NEGATIVE, IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT 

GOI BE INFORMED OF THIS FACT BEFORE IT VECOMES EMBARRASSINGLY 
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COMMITTED. GOI WILL CERTAINLY FEEL THAT IT HAS GIVEN 
US EARLY OPPORTUNITY TO INFLUENCE ITS FINAL DECISION ON THESE 
MATTERS AND TO STEER IT AWAY FROM POSITIVE COMMITMENT IF 
THAT IS OUR CONSIDERED VIEW. IT WILL, WITH CONSIDERABLE 
JUSTIFICATION, RESENT A BELATED NEGATIVE COUNSEL IF WE HAVE 
FAILED TO BE RESPONSIVE TO THEIR TIMELY REQUESTS FOR GUIDANCE. 

SULLIVAN UNQTE VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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